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Three Leicestershire players were selected to represent England at the European
Senior Badminton Championships, held in Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy, from 19-27 September 2026.

A record 1,572 players from 34 nations took part in the Championships, competing across
age groups from 35+ through to 80+.

Emma Butterworth
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Emma was making her
European Championships
debut and was selected to
compete in all three
disciplines: singles, doubles
and mixed doubles.

In the singles, Emma faced a French
opponent, losing 8-21, 21-19, 6-21.

In the mixed doubles, partnering Swiss
player Pranav Khot, Emma and Pranav
lost to the number 9 seeds 21-13, 21-15,

Emma's success came in the doubles,
partnering Nicola Wall from Avon.

They had an excellent run, beating a
Spanish pair 21-14, 21-8, followed by
a hard-fought victory over a Belgian pair
17-21, 21-18, 21-16.

They eventually bowed out in the
Round of 16, losing to a German pair
21-7, 21-11.

Loz MacNeill
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This was Loz's European
Championships debut,
and she was selected to
compete in the women's

doubles alongside her

partner Pam Lee from Essex.

The pair narrowly missed out
against a French pair, who were
the number 5 seeds. After a closely
fought match, they lost

21-19, 12-20, 20-22.

Edward Hayes
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This is the 5th time that
Edward has represented
England, and he was
selected for the singles,
doubles and mixed events.

Following his success at the World
Championships, Edward had hoped
to receive a seeding, but unfortunately
that wasn't to be.

He faced the first seeds in the mixed
doubles and reached round of 16 in
the level doubles and the singles.

In the mixed doubles, Edward and
his partner faced a Swedish pair,
losing a very close contest
19-21, 18-21.
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Congratulations to Emma, Loz and Edward on representing England
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